Harold tfoisberg 

Rt# Proclerick, iij. 21701 

^/22/Tj 

Dear TruiabOp 

Late one oiT tho nights of your ap •earanco beforo the ^k)uao UiWuaerican Caai-Attoe 
I answered a Igiock at ts^ Arlington, Va», hoco and found Hmytryk there with a ny\ n with 
whoQ J hod woitod aa a ^voctigator, CJjarlas iCriuuer. Krtoaer came right to tlxo ix>int 

whon 1 invited tl'iom ins ^u^wtod help against the cooziiittee* 

I could and did auppl^it, whatever tliey wanted of literally tho uflftndq of Ipurs of 
research for what would havo boon tlic first book axposing tins UnAnoricaiis, including what 
I naodod for ny own protection# I Imve never seen any of tliia px'eciouo la^iterial since, 
never heaixi froa i^aisor or hqytryk, and tiao book was no longer possible. If I recall 
i)B^ytrkJc*3 subsoquont history correctly, 1 projuzao tlrla is all new to you# Ho finked. 

Your group did not fight as I urged, and tlw rest ia liiatory# 

You could have won# I had a tuu^ier fi^t and did# They pasaed a law still on tlie 
books to got ae and an aaoociato now dead, vxuivoked a special grand jury to indicts ue, 
held up tho appointfiiont of lihc li#:;#Attomey for tlio District of bolumbia to insure indio1>> 
went# Althoiigh still a brash kid, I took the grand juiy away froia the prosecution and did 
what I think has not oinoe boen duplicated, forced tlie indictnunt of a oocnAttee agent# hies 
was forced to oop a plea for hixo# 

i<Lko you, before this I was wiiat cane to be called a preoaturo anti<»faaoist# I learned 
very young - before I was old enough to cast ny first vote - that tho weak survive the 
powerful only by never defending, by attacking# I never defended nyself against Ides# I kopt 
attacking hicu Tho coocAtteo has never dared pilnt ny testinony. In order to fi^t tho 
only way I could avoid suffering? your f te I bad to fj^t ny as^xxAate, a nan old enough 
to be B?y father, on experienced and competent lobbyl2|, without coupromiaing his conrioctiona 
with tikj trade— union Liovej&entj our dstabloaiBOiuivtarian lawyer^ the wily pix>secutor, who 
kept leaking to nay friend aiid lawyer wiiat I was doing in about a week of grilling by the 
prosecutor and the overtly reactionazy locsibers of the grand juzy$ and tho powerful forces 
of whom DLea was but one# In tlie end, this prosecutor, later chief war-Ksrines prosecutor, 
had i50 much zrespect for mo that he gave ms copies of those grand-jury minutes against no 
by othora, inclu din g Dies# that 1 might in the future nood# 

So, I introduce myself by telling you wiiat might indicate tint you suffered more than 
you naod liave# I tlilnk you did# I tlAnk you could have won# 

The coat of tliat ni^t to mo was much more than the loss of the enormous effort timt 
want i .“to tile roaearch for tho boc^ I soon lost ipy job# I was than news and special— events 
director of a radio station owned by a friend who was much in ay debt# He had been editor 
* ma g nidne for which, pzdLor to l^earX Harbor, X had been Washington correspondent# Ho 
had the courage to print tlio doflnitivo investigatiQns I did on hasl cartels and related 
espLonago# (Some was so hot that nobody would touch it.) When lie was fired for it - big 
corporationa always had this kind of influence and I hurt many of t^iem - I got him a gpod 
job in Washington# During World War II, wlien I wound up in OSS# I was assigned to liim tliere# 
(And my last assignment before uediool discharge and rehizlng as a civilian consultant, was 
cribbed aAd api.^eored os tho movie OSS, in vlAch Cagney jrborrod.) 

Prior to ikiytryk's visit I had survived Dies and inside tho Stafei *^oparlaaent 

to which I had boon transferred on the splitting of OSS, tho other part becoming CIA. You 
may reaeaber that incident# H was the first of the Liajor '^security" coses, in which 10 
peoplo wore fired for no ^von reason# All but two of us were Jewe# One was married to a 
Jew and tho other was a case of cAstaken identity# All were ovo 2 >^ucated intellectuals 
who immediately xte lo*';!^ for ways to run. I drew a majority togetlwr, arranged 

free counsel (the late ‘^'hirnan Arnold and Abti Fortao) and by fi;^ting tho ri^t way, again 
v/on# iftihen I could be employable after tils history yet loot employment witii a friend after 
trying to help you ami your follow victims, it so med obvious tliat I could no longer exist 
em-Aoyed by others# ^'his brou^^t about a mxijor claange in ty life that I tiAnk could niiike a 
good book and a movie, a combination of Tlie Kgg and I and iir. Builds His Dream 

House# I doddod to l>oconje a farmer* in tho thoii^ht that fnrrr^f^. nt wruiTr* nnjt- 



fanaitv:. of all iapoasiblo thiu^, waa mined by the lailitury, leading to a prccodant 
lawsuit I believe was usod in tlio rectmt Lob Angoles ^dLi-pon: lansuit. I tiecidod to rotuin 
to writing, was writing a booh about what hart hi»p enal to ua, when **ohn Kennedy was 
oinated, and that, too, laode a major change in our livee. 

All of this, for the first time in years, came back to mo after I net iinthony imnn 
at the -uiericau houkaollars* Asuociation convuntion this past ^une and lie gave no a 
puhlisJior'a iiroco of two chaptaz-a of hia bOek. In theta lie alurtos to this period and to 
the aoot»Uoro '-aso, tliat inaocurataly. I knew about it fi^ having taken in the Lon who 
was really reuponaiblc foi’ tho dcottaboro defenoe, iouio ''olman, a former writer who was 
woriking foi‘ the International nabor "afense on behalf of political viotLaa, Colman's pay 
Was L1[5«CX) a weed:, so 1 invited him to live vltli sie, 

I wrote fill's publiahar abokt the factual error ao it could be corrected, wrote 
kjiljin separately, was told by hLa editor that ay letter was being forwarded to him, and 
I have iicard nothing from him since* 

This, by the way. Is not a "touch" letter* hecsur>c it cay so oasily be misintcrpa.%ted, 
it is not eaoy to write* 

When the tdlitaiy ruined our faming and with it my wife's heedth, when a courtroom 
victory and the later effort of the iiocretaiy of *^ense hiiaaclf could not end it, I had to 
liquidate tlic farming. I got an agent In “ew York, imd a liandahake ileal with a publisher 
for a book tlia^ lie and the n^jent thou^t would make a oovio, and then JVK was assassinated* 
iVom my invostigativQ and political^-analyais ezqpeiionce in intelligence, bo.:» t.in^ wore 
obvxous probabilitiQs to mo* 1 sent my agent a lead and suiiiuazy and promptly lost my agent 
in a wildly hystci^cal reaction* Xt turned out to be velidt nothing other than sycophancy 
WM puhlishahle* 'ilio next six a<;ent8 X approached would not touch tho subject of aecassina- 
tious. I boaana my woi, got a contract for a book, complotod it ^15/64, tho first book on 
the assosa^tion and the Uarren ''octmission, and while tiie publiaher was still drooling 
into tho till, tolling me tlmt witliout advortiaing ^jie salssuen had advance orders for 
about 25,000 oopios, ho broke the cont act, *^a dlon t even return the mauuscilpt, I bad 
to reconstruct it* I'd written in such liaste tlsat I~did not iiavo complete corbona of all 
of it* 

I digroao for what might asuso you* In tlw course of acting as my ovm agent after 
this, 1 a-ido wliat sot<aed like a firm arrangomeut with tho Saturday evening Post for chapter 
use of ports of tho book, wiji^i_ia titled WHITiMsSHs filiPaHS? 0L< Kit. WAShLS HSPC&a’* The 
Post said it prof orroddoaling -wa- with an agent, arxaugad for Ilox Wilklnaon, of Littauer 
& Wilkinson to represent no, md in a matter of weeks the doal was off, to 

Wilklnaon* Th*s baffled me until Tho Watorgato Cupoor* A history irltK T-ryi rjAnrH a t 
prompted an Interest In It. Tho most superficial Inquiry showed Sia^^incidlnB ‘Aith cy 
going to Idttauor & WllklnBan, S* Homard Htot, then woridng for CIA, also became 
with th««* WlilTKMASlI, as did the lead and sumaaiy, oaiil Oswald had to liavo been lutolligonco* 
Because all of this must sound porsnoid, I attach a j*otocopy of ^Hint's biography from Who'o 
Who for 1964-5, marked. I can supply my notes of aeetincs and correfspoondcnca with tlws atjeucy* 
Ifader a vmrtoV of aliases, ^*unt oakoa th«i some reproseutation, as in Contemporaiy Autlws* 
he was with ClA, engaged in donostlc intoUlgonoe, until the last luilf of 1970. 

mtliaately, I was forced to print WlCTEWAai myself* I tlilnk I invcaited the "under- 
ground" book to do It* It became a best-eijllear in that format nnfi in roxjrint* Between 
eliminating tho need for eomtjercial publishers, mfddLng a couxoss of wliat more than CO 
publishers refused to publish after favorable editorial assessments, and persisting on a 
subject about which tho govemnont woo really upUfSit, I broivlit down upon myself a power- 
ful cuT8Q« X am as closo as one can be to impubllnhablc* 

The net result has been virtual bonkn^tty and no lorospect at all* I have boc-n cheated 
out of largo suoa by publishoro aikl wholeaclera and am without tlio m ans of hiring lawyers 
anything aoout It* X have oojd.es of editions in reprint never accounted for, for one 
example. Mail fr^ is con. onplnce* The Post Office has agr-ecd, has taken ana of tlw! oases, 
and has fallen silent. They won't even tell ne to indulge in i^oxual eolf-saticfaction* And 
to cottJiOicate it a bit more, I have liad the temerity to au.; and beat the i’BI and the Lepar1>. 

8*®i!i«ry judganent a^Tiinst thorn In one ease, de&lln-’ with tho 



on about ®35tOOO in dobt» liavo ou axpoctablo iiiOocHi oi* about ^2pOJj a ycjoi’t uani.*ii 

by :3y tdJTc Ip. partitlxao oaployacint CtkLii ia about 4/5tiia oi’ what it takes to eorvicc: iny 
debt), and contiiiunj to do tlie <x>t:iaorcially axid politically unpopular work I b^^^Tin when 
JPK was lillled. Host of the notjHJrwalliun work on u^ie subject l'.a 3 been done by irror.ponciblest 
another handicap* However, I have preaervou a reputation for intc^ldty in it liavc 
dsvclopod sources in w>)at io regarded as *’the other side*^, Includini; a fair number of 
local end federal offldalaf tfctiar if’Bl a^f.:nto, prosecutorc, o::perto, etc* (<s a result 
I have uhnt was withheld from the warron QomeJuSaion* tlio u)ot rlt^iificant of ".diich is not 
verbal but officLrl documonte that voro supproijaed* botliin^: was obtained cliUuloBtinely* 

My files include, I would ostiinate, purhape 1^,000 pagoa of FBI i^rports* There are at 
least 2,000 of them I*ve not yet had tuse to ixiad* (Oiitil recently I worked a 20-.ljour 
day, but I now try to aleep about six hours*) if a i£JX pursonally end efrv:)tioiialiy involved 
in his own work can offer a dispassionate ap raisal of it, 1*1 say you uoulcl b« haixi-put 
to find 5Uioth0T of its bwigoituda* iiy office holds 10 filo cabinets, all full, dLd there 
is enormous overflow In my baseuant* i'hia cioos not count xay earlier ifoik, unti-fascist 
lnr8^tl,':;atlon before and edtor fearl iiarbor* it contains official evidence tlmt would not 
be credited in a novel* is, i tiiink, tlie ijoat dofinitiVG study of tho worrcLngB of 
fedoral spooks, Ijicladin^? but not lixaited to the FBI* (l have oariyms of ClA surveillance 
of ac, to dte another eromple*) 

What I an trying; to repreaeut ii. between 35fOOO and 40,CXX) hours of woik and its 
yield* I think your own expcriunceii ponsits you to translate tiiia into norruol working 
pcilode* In theee teira it equals about 20 yoaru of wozk* 

Aside fro/ii the poliiicallyMiiiMclcoiMi JFK aanaardnatjon, in tho course of this work 
I have developed what nii^t easily uako 20 sociiGLly-uoeful bool^ several with movlo 
potential* Aa I age and realise 1*11 novor bo able to write then, whether or not froa oe 
they cun be publishable, I luivo sturtod to give LOf;ie away* I one to a blitck writer 
T.ho promptly loot hLa pubHo»rol^itiom> job with iiciatom JdLrlines in How York* if you tliink 
this is paranoid, 1*11 aend you tlw tape of Ido tcilling no wliat hap «ne<.i to him, Another 
to tlio wife of a senior Bantau editor* If you doubt this, call Valter Ul^inze at ikintam 
In Hesw York, 76’^^jOOm Btill another can nako an updated Citicen llane, about a auch 
richer r*an t3ian henrst and fraa Ids foraor cldcf of security, a forcer FBI agent* - 
this, 8*-»verul of tixe rton-fictioa prop^rtios l..iui tlj^^elvo:i to fictiounl treatBiunt* 

At leant one ndgiit uake a TV suilea, of the miti-oopfiiaiwiled lilco ^/^hio Bunkor* 'f>de 
guy io real imX a friend, tlio tiost himoat cro..k I*ve evor rant* Hosx afe^'lSpioal today* 

But I can t do anytidog with tliom* I would like to bo able to, "'in part, of course, 
to be able to survive ahd contliiue with '-he work that I^a^no an doing today, work i 
r-^gord, rightly or wronglyf as important in any kind o^fsociety* All of these liroportLos 
not part of ay work on tliu assaasliiatioxu? and tlieir caaacquenocs are, I b*.?lieva, in tiic&» 
seCLvos, worhfe/hili; endeavors tluit can eitl icr help moke a bettor society or iielp do ter the 
increasint^ authoritarianisci I foresaw yi aro ago and hav^r trlod to combat* 

In a sonso, I ou in something like the position in whicii you %/ere at tho tlaeoi tlio 
openizio of tlds letter, but -.fltli cofisidembly loss literary talent* Tiio unique tiling you 
were able to do io beyond ny duplication* 

i3o, I wrxte in the hope tint you jcay be able fee and willing; to help in wlnitevor w^lyB 
you can, u'ot for a touch or fiiamcial iiclp of any k±na but for assistauce with what 1 
think is worMwhilc in today* o world /iJid can make its own way* I luive enou^i to keep a 

of yoyug writors going for yeai's* I*d like to be able to koep going myself. 

I can t oak you to invite rv-* out tl ore so I can discuss tlicae thiiigs .#ith you uecauae 
I can't think of i>oylng for tlie tadp iind there is no longer interest on tho caupuaes in ny 
work, hoiico no speakiug eiigagoocutu* I li»avo not bL\v;to to oncapsulctc thi^ uaot tliat aiigbt 
interest you for otiior than litoxory ^uipor.os, Eraiiple: liow i breto up tlio ueo-fasciiit 
Senate luvo^tigation of tiie m\±o industry in b’orlu War II, by n B<?nator who iiad been a 
friend ^poaaiblo because oi‘ uniiaid promotional work I'd e^Arlier done to iaolp tho loovie 
Confessions of a liazi Spy), Uor luxvo I encompa3::ed tlio full swoep of my rec<;nt .fork, of 
wlrLch ono itiustration ia my ooiiridcntlal relationship with Jonoa Kar, l?ay* I liavo uozeus 
of hours of taped iutcrvlewa with Idju, neubem of liiu family and former osspeiatos, several, 
like Mja, interviewed iiuddu ijoxlaui><>ocuxl1y jails- a book-lo.igtl; babcos corpus ixitition 
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fUod iu h±3 beivilf is aliaost oatiruly iron my inveetX(^ia.on asiu oi;:ifcjr 

luivin^ over or con'eaponded witlx hiiif I waa ablo ix> {§01; bin to nok a la’.-^yer 
I tnuit Jd to repret3unt bin <uter Percy Foreiaaix pat him x/ay. Whv>u ti'J.s friend tur?icd out 
to bo botlx irrospoiiaiolo ana disi^idLritod, a youn^* lawyer who haa yet to hijrc liio firot 
client or idl3 first cane and i did the entire job. The literary rL{ihtB remin ndno, aaide 
fron v/lii;t bocavios publie; uonaln in court. Hy ijort^apondono^x with J-:j :303 lla^r is boor>l-:ni;th. 
(Tlxra, by tlio way, iu woii: t:utailin/j ?jomn pertional (hai^^Vf for i luivc; l; amwd jimt about 
avoiythiivc except \fho piLlecl tlio tric^fjor end by wJxom Ixc wau paid. Onlinorily I ii^re 
-hrecita, and I hove r^jcoivo^I somtj sopliiBtiaited one, liko t\\o pliiyin^ of the uousuitmcl: 
of Shane to so by phone ut 2:'j0 a.m. In this cose, o«pecif\lly bacaixco of try circir.^otance8f 
I suapoxkLed invrjutiGation at tide point.) Just today I fjyyt a lott^^r froa a cinu frojicd 
becaujtj of Ids earlier as>iociation witli Jomoo. I enclose a copy, a/jr.ln to entablish siy 
bona fiiicc i:i ifkat must soi:m egotistical or ivvranoid, i\Ta\ iii corfiduncc. I tidnk what 
h:.ppenei to liim could moke a book, perixnps a novie. 1 hay»; it all in Ids v;ritlnj and on 
tape. I intoi^owod hiu innido lioavenwtetli th 5 .e May. Tlxa Larry in his letter io 
i-arry idnloy, of the Ciiica^ Daily t 512 /l> 21 - 2121 ). John Is Jnnoe* brother, alco 
f aju30 3 J* t *4i?avuii^orth. 

Please do not assuav- that I open thia l itter with reference to my efforts to help 
you Olid your ascociuteB ./hen jA>u x/otre In ilistresn 1 x?caubo I oonaidor that you ov:e ne 
□02-:i.tIdn(j. Tlmt woe not ny purpoao nnci it ia not ny feeling. If I can take tine to help 
habitual critdnals when z^ibw bccoiae victiino of offitdal corruption because of tlic 
priuuiplo involbod, it shoultl bo obvious tlxat in a case liico youro, without criLiinal 
trJLnt and of political motive, neither then nor now did or do I b-'llove that victims are 
in an;/ way indebted to :uxf who nikdxt try to liolp. I would, in fact, ar^^ixe that ouch 
lielp ir> selfish, tho m a man justifies hio life. 

Xou are, today, a bit older than I. fou have your own life cuid its cli Juiinda and 
douiros, poi‘liap3 your O’m ..ork and your own probiutas. As of tli© last tino i saw you on 
i.7, I thin:: with Cnvett, you seemed vi{^roua and encrieietic enough, nut 1 kno^^ hov. the 
years xfear one, having livoc 60 of tiieoi pretty fully. Il* you con do novliing, I can 
uxiderntand it, end you owo ino no explanations, either. 

I close liith a suggestion I hope you will ixot regard as a laousc's arrograico toward 
a giant. I nia one of your carl:/' ndnlrere. I think th<.' time ifl propitioius trying to 
do witJx Tlxo xieiaarkable Andrew wlmt you have done with such aucceoa with *^0101117 Got Ilia 
Gun. Today’s tcoiwigors and young aduljre need it aa I needed it and otlier ijroat work 
of that era (not all by mou who have preserved thoir integrity, my curt bow and swirling 
capo to youl) when I V£lo in those years. 

Glnoorely, 



h-irold IJoisberg 
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